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9-11 February 2010
Austria Trend Savoyen Hotel, Vienna, Austria

Join us in Vienna for AMI’s 4th Grass Yarn & Tufters Forum, 
the international conference looking at the trends and 
developments in the artificial grass market. The Grass Yarn 
& Tufters Forum 2010 will provide a unique global forum to 
discuss the current state of the market, look at the potential 
growth prospects and drivers and examine recent product 
and technological developments. 

‘3rd generation’ artificial turf is accepted as approaching, or 
even exceeding, the performance of natural grass and now 
a series of developments are underway that constitute ‘4th 
generation’ products.

Even though artificial grass pitches are now endorsed by 
the governing bodies of various sports, there is still some 
scepticism, and concerns about safety, quality and long 
term performance of the systems being marketed. There is a 
constant search for improvements or ways to differentiate one 
brand of artificial grass system from another. 

The industry has seen high growth rates approaching a global 
average of 20% over the last 5 years and, despite short term 
weakness, continues to be a sensible place for politicians, 
educational and sports authorities to commit funding. Few 
other areas in the textile of plastics industries have seen such 
growth rates in the same period. Concomitant with strong 
growth have been changes in the types of polymers used from 
the original polyamide to the now dominant polyethylene, 
new formats / designs of the yarn and system design.

The high growth rates and changing technologies make 
artificial grass a dynamic industry with good growth 
prospects for the future, but with some difficult challenges, 
and some prospects of consolidation.  The Grass Yarn & Tufters 
Forum 2010 will give delegates the opportunity to discuss 
the issues facing the industry and gain understanding of the 
opportunities and threats facing the business. 

CONFERENCE HOTLINE
Call Jenny Skinner, Conference Organiser 
or Maud Lassara, Senior Conference Organiser
on +44(0)117 924 9442
or fax on +44(0)117 311 1534
email: js@amiplastics.com or ml@amiplastics.com
for further information about this event

See the latest programme and conference speakers at: 
www.amiconferences.com

Tuesday 9th February 2010

17.00 	 Registration
18.00 – 19.30 Cocktail Reception
There are no conference sessions on this day

Wednesday 10th February 2010

08.00 	 Registration and welcome coffee
08.50 	 Opening announcements 

SESSION 1: PERSPECTIVES ON SPORT NEEDS

 09.00	 FIFA quality concept for football turf
	 Mr. Dominique Boyer, Head of FIFA Quality Concept, 		
	 and Mr. Johannes Holzmueller, Manager FQC, 
	 FIFA, Switzerland

09.30	 Synthetic turf quality and player feedback
	 Mr. John Baize, Managing Director, 
	 ACT GLOBAL SPORTS, United States

10.00   	 Maintenance of infilled artificial turf 
	 Mr. Nick Harris, Sales Manager,  
	 TECHNICAL SURFACES LIMITED, United Kingdom

10.30-11.00 Morning coffee

11.00   	 Cooling playing surfaces through controlled 			
	 evaporation
	 Dr. Taichi Tebakari, Associate Professor,
	 TOYAMA PREFECTURAL UNIVERSITY, Japan

11.30 	 Safety and athletic performance of synthetic turf 		
	 surfaces
	 Dr. Phil Stricklen, Director of R&D, 
	 Shaw SPORTEXE, United States

12.00 	 Competitive dynamics-segmentation & positioning
            	 Mr. Jon Nash, Research Manager, 
	 AMI CONSULTING, United Kingdom

12.30 	 The evolution & the role of ESTO - the European 		
	 Synthetic Turf  Organisation
	 Mr. Albert Prisse, General Secretary, 
	 ESTO, Belgium

12.45– 14.15 Lunch

SESSION 2: INFILL, BACKING & SHOCK PADS

14.15   	 Advances in backing systems for artificial turf
	 Mr. Larry Mobley, Senior Development Specialist, 
	 THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY, United States 

14.45	 Further developments in artificial turf infill
	 Dr. Susanna Lieber, R&D Manager, 
	 MELOS GmbH, Germany

15.15	 Cryogenic rubber infill performances for artificial turf 		
	 sport fields and future developments
	 Eng. Vasco  Pampulim, Director R&D, 
	 RECIPNEU, Portugal

15.45 – 16.15 Afternoon tea
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Technology from Dow Flooring is improving the quality 
of flooring surfaces. With its complementary and closely 
integrated portfolio of materials and technologies, Dow 
Flooring has emerged as a key player in both the soft surfaces 
and artificial turf markets. The ‘Total Systems Approach’ is 
the business approach behind Dow Flooring.  It is based on 
the convergence of all Dow chemistries, technologies and 
solutions. Dow Flooring’s goal is to combine its business 
and communications know-how with its R&D and technical 
experience across all of the elements of the flooring industry 
to become a stronger, effective and efficient business 
partner.

16.15	 TenCate achieves significant advantages in backing 	
	 solutions for synthetic turf
	 Mr. Antoine Engels, Senior Sales Manager, 
	 TENCATE GRASS EUROPE, Netherlands

SESSION 3: TESTING & STANDARDS

16.45   	 Evaluation of the effect of design variables in the 	
	 abrasiveness of artificial turf
	 Mrs. Mercedes Sanchis, Researcher, 
	 INSTITUTE OF BIOMECHANICS OF VALENCIA, Spain
 
17.15	 Standards for sports surfaces including latest 	
	 changes 	to FIFA’s requirements
	 Mr. Alastair Cox, Director, 
	 LABOSPORT, United Kingdom

 20.00 	 Conference Dinner in a local restaurant

Thursday 11th February 2010 

08.30 	 Registration and welcome coffee
08.50 	 Opening announcements 

SESSION 4: YARN & TUFTING DEVELOPMENTS 

09.00	 Innovative extrusion and twisting technology for 	
	 artificial grass
	 Ing. Chiara Contri, R&D, 
	 SIMA GROUP, Italy

09.30	 Innovations in tufting machinery
	 Mr. Todd Bradley, Technical Sales Representative, 
	 CARD-MONROE CORP, United States

10.00	 Latest innovations for efficient and market-		
	 orientated production of artificial grass on allma 	
	 cabling and twisting systems
	 Mr. Juergen Hartmann, Sales Area Director, 		
	 OERLIKON SAURER, Germany

10.30 – 11.00  Morning coffee

11.00	 Advances in artificial grass yarn technology and its 	
	 end user value
	 Dr. Peter Sandkuehler, Application Development 	
	 Specialist, 
	 DOW CHEMICAL IBERICA, Spain

11.30	 Metallocene polyethylene for synthetic turf yarns
	 Mr. Romain Luijkx, Development Engineer and Ms. 	
	 Barbara Mandard, European Marketing Manager PE Film 	
	 & Fibers, 
	 TOTAL PETROCHEMICALS, Belgium 

12.00	 Driving end-user value via innovation and warranty 
	 Mr. Frans Harmeling, Product & Development Director, 	
	 TENCATE GRASS EUROPE, Netherlands

12.30	 Synthetic football pitch performance - the impact of 	
	 yarn on system performance over time
	 Ms. Davida Decorte, Manager Product Development,
	 BONAR YARNS,  Belgium

13.00-14.30  Lunch & conference ends

AMI reserves the right to alter the programme without notice
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5 reasons why you should attend:

Get unrivalled insight into the key business issues facing 
the industry today

Learn about the latest technical developments from 
around the world, their implications for product 
performance and profitability

Ensure your developments meet the aspirations of the 
most demanding end-users

Benchmark your company’s performance against those of 
other leading players in the industry

Network with our senior delegates and speakers from 
Europe, the US, Middle East and South East Asia

Save (100
Register before 30th December 2009 

and save (100



THE GRASS YARN & TUFTERS FORUM 2010

CONFERENCE INFORMATION
Date and location 	
9-11 February 2010

Austria Trend Savoyen Hotel

Renneg 16

1030 Vienna, Austria

Tel: +43 1 206 33 9102

Fax: +43 20633 9110

Registration fee:
Register before the 30th December 2009 for only (890. Registration fees 

include attendance at all conference sessions, the welcome cocktail reception, 

and also lunch and refreshment breaks on both days, and a set of conference 

proceedings.

•  Early bird registration: Register before 30th December 2009 for only 		

   (890.  Thereafter the cost is (990.

• Group rates: For companies wishing to register two or more delegates,     

   group discounts are available. Please contact Ms Jenny Skinner for more 

   details.

The Grass Yarn and Tufters Forum 2010 table top exhibition
A limited number of table top exhibition spaces are available in the registration 

area and coffee lounge directly outside the conference room. The table top 

exhibition fee is (1500 and includes 1 free delegate place. Exhibitors may 

either use tables provided by the hotel (152 x 76cm), or bring their own stand 

or display.

Sponsor this event and promote your company
A variety of sponsorship opportunities are available at this event that can help 

to promote and enhance your company’s products and services to this highly

targeted international audience. For further information, please contact the 

Conference Organiser on +44 (0)117 924 9442.

Social events
The social events organised for The Grass Yarn ad Tufters Forum 2010 provide 

an ideal setting for delegates and speakers to mix business with pleasure.

• Cocktail reception
A welcoming cocktail reception will be held on 9th February 2010. All delegates 

are invited to attend and it will offer an excellent opportunity to meet speakers 

and other colleagues. The cocktail reception will run from approximately 18:00 

to 19:30 and is included in the delegate fee.

• Conference dinner
The conference dinner will take place on the evening of 10th February 2010.

The additional cost for the dinner is (65.

Cancellations
Full refunds, less a cancellation charge of (200 will only be made on 

cancellations  received prior to 9th January 2010. Thereafter we regret that no 

refunds can be made. Delegates may be substituted at any time. please note 

that refunds cannot be made on table top bookings.

Hotel accommodation
AMI has negotiated a room rate of (130 for a single room and  (140 for a 

double room (breakfast included) at the Austria Trend Savoyen Hotel in Vienna. 

To book a room, please contact: Nadine Schröfl on Tel: +43-1-20633-9102 or  

Fax: +43-20633-9110 or email: reservierung.savoyen@austria-trend.at or 

download the booking form from the accomodation section on our website.

CONFERENCE HOTLINE
JENNY SKINNER, CONFERENCE ORGANISER
MAUD LASSARA, SENIOR CONFERENCE ORGANISER
Applied Market Information Ltd,
45-47 Stokes Croft, Bristol BS1 3QP, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)117 924 9442   Fax: +44 (0)117 311 1534
e-mail: js@amiplastics.com or ml@amiplastics.com
The latest programme, including any new speakers or changes

	  to the schedule can be viewed on our website: www.amiplastics.com

please print

     REGISTRATION FORM
Company:_______________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Country:_ _______________________________________________

Tel:_______________________ Fax:___________________________

e-mail address:_ __________________________________________

VAT No.:_____________________________________________

(must be completed by all EU Companies)

Company activity: _ _______________________________________                                                                                   

Invoice address (if different from above):_ ______________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

DELEGATE DETAILS
(If more than one delegate please photocopy form)

Title:_________ First name:__________________________________

Surname:________________________________________________

Position:_________________________________________________

Special dietary requirements: _ ___________________________

PAYMENT DETAILS

All payments to be made in Euros
The full delegate fee is (990

FEES PAID - please tick box and write amount:

q	 Special offer price @ (890 (until 30th December 2009)          

q 	 Delegate fee @ (990 thereafter                                         

q 	 ESTO members and associated members @ (750
	 (until 30th December 2009)  

  
     

q 	 Conference dinner (per person) @ (65                               

q	 Table top exhibition @ (1500 
	 (includes one free delegate place)                                                            
	
	 Total:	                    

method of payment

On receipt of this registration form your credit card will be debited. 
You will be sent an invoice in 5 working days.

q 	 Bank Transfer quoting : ‘Applied Market Information Ltd
	 Grass Yarns 2010’ to: Commerzbank, Filiale Düsseldorf, 
	 Breite Straße 25, 40213 Düsseldorf, Germany
	 Account number: 1024710 Bank No. 300 400 00
	 IBAN: DE93 3004 0000 0102 4710 00   SWIFT: COBADEFF

q 	 Visa / Mastercard / Eurocard / JCB
	 (Please note all card payments will be processed in £ Sterling)

- - -

Name of cardholder: _ _____________________________________

Expiry date:____________ 3-digit security code:_________________

Cardholder’s signature:____________________________________

Signature: _______________________Date:_ ___________________ 	

Fax back to +44 (0)117 311 1534




